AMERICA   ENTERS   THE   WAR

Northcliffe came here with full powers for general

discussions  and  that  Sir  Richard Crawford was

Financial Adviser to the Embassy with

Special          the rank of Minister.    It is clearly un-

whose presence is not definitely asked for
by the President himself. Lord Northcliffe is making
an excellent impression and is seeing a great number
of prominent persons here. He must be collecting
a great deal of valuable information. There is no
objection to him on the part of any official and the
President has given him a very favourable recep-
tion. . . . The fact remains that the President did
not ask for his appointment, and being known here
not as a statesman but as a very influential pro-
prietor of newspapers his opinion would not carry
very great weight in itself, however much he may
be liked and respected. He is on very good terms
with M, Tardieu, who is an old friend, and this is
a very important matter at the present moment.
This is written to show you that the question of the
direqt representation of the British Government
here is not entirely solved by sending Lord North-
cliffe. The only way it could be solved is by taking
the President's wishes which it will be extremely
difficult to do. As I have reported to you by tele-
graph Crawford and I were received in audience
by ther President who treated us with great kindness.
He impressed on us the importance of making
absolutely full and frank explanations to Mr.
McAdoo in whose hands lay the administration of
finance. He used the same arguments as have been
used by Mr. McAdoo to show the necessity of
having full knowledge of the situation. I told him
how conscious we were of the immense importance